a hole in the wooden curtain over the stage; no doubt good
shots, they kept a close watch on the people in the public
galleries. The brown-shirted phalanx of Hitler's deputies,
among them several men whom he was to have shot a year later,
tumultuously cheered every sentence. The Centre, under Kaas
and Briining, sat prim and decorous, trying to look as if they
really dared vote against the Bill. The Socialists, who had to
vote against it or become the laughing stock of history, were a
picture of dejection. Against the wall by them lounged a thick
fringe of armed Nazi SS and SA men. Outside the House
masses of Storm Troopers, posted there by a thoughtful stage
manager who forgot no detail, shouted in chorus threats of the
things they would do if the Bill were not passed.

It was the last appearance of the great German Socialist
Party, that had fought the Kaisers and Bismarck, had in the
war kept alive the idea of humanity and peace in Germany,
and for its pains had been saddled by the Allied Powers with
the task of carrying out the Peace Treaty and kicked hard in
the pants for fourteen years while engaged in doing so.

When Hitler came to power he inaugurated in Germany a
military despotism far more menacing for the outer world than
that of the Kaisers, and yet he was treated with infinitely more
consideration and respect than the German moderates by
Germany's former enemies. How can Germany fail to learn
the lesson of this? How can the cause of peace and justice and
humanity ever flourish in Germany?

Wearily Otto Wels, the Socialist leader, in response to
Goring's barked invitation, mounted the dais. Afterwards I
saw him, and Scheidemann who had proclaimed the Republic,
and Stampfer the editor of Vorwarts, and other Socialists eking
out a dreary exile in Prague. The Socialists had a little office
there, where they printed anti-Nazi information about Germany
and sent it back over the frontier, and Nazi agents bribed
their house-porter to take photographs of their files and card
indexes, with unpleasant effects for many people in Germany.
But even in the hundred-per-cent Hitlerist State a few people